Constitution of International Society for Ceramics in Medicine
Article I. Name and Location

The name of the organization is the International Society for Ceramics in Medicine(ISCM). The Society was officially founded on October 5th, 1997, in Paris, from the base of the International Symposium on Ceramics in Medicine which has been organized annually since 1988. The office of the Society is located in Kyoto, but it can be moved according to the decision made by the Executive Committee.
Article II. Goals and Objectives

The purposes of the Society are to advance the science of bioceramics, to further their clinical application at an international level, and to promote good fellowship among its members.
Article III. Membership

1. Active Member: Those who are interested in basic or clinical research on ceramics in medicine may become members of the Society upon acceptance by the Executive Committee and by paying the annual dues.

2. Emeritus Member: A member who has reached the age of seventy shall automatically be transferred to Emeritus Membership. The Emeritus Member may participate in activities of the Society, but is not required to pay annual dues, not eligible to hold the office and has no voting rights.

3. Honorary Member: The Executive Committee may elect as Honorary Members persons who have either rendered distinguished service to the Society or who have contributed distinctively to the development of ceramics in medicine. Such Honorary Members shall receive the full privileges of membership of the Society without paying a fee.

Article IV. Resignation and Termination of Membership

1. Any member may resign his or her membership by notice in writing to the Secretary General.

2. Any member who has acted in a manner detrimental to the interests and good name of the Society shall have their names struck off from the Society by the Executive Committee after being notified of the reason.
3. Those who has not paid annual dues by the end of each congress will not receive such privileges of membership as reduced price for registration and the proceedings of the Congress.
Article V. Executive Committee

1. The management of the society shall be vested in the Executive Committee.
2. Following the traditions established by the International Symposium on Ceramics in Medicine, the following conditions normally apply to the Executive Committee membership
(a) The President, Chairperson of the Congress to be held in the presidential year.

(b) The President-Elect, Chairperson of the Congress to be held in the succeeding year.

(c) The Secretary General and Treasurer.

(d) Three Members from previous Chairpersons of International Symposium on Ceramics in Medicine or Congress of the Society.

(e) Two members from Active Members.
3. Except for the President, election of Members of the Executive Committee for the next term shall take place every year at the General Assembly from the candidates who are recommended by the current Executive Committee. Re-election of the Committee members, other than the President and the President-Elect can be accepted.
4. When a vacancy is caused by the resignation of any member of the Executive Committee during an inter-congress period, the Committee members shall elect, either from amongst themselves or from Active Members, a person to succeed the incumbent.
5. The Executive Committee shall meet once a year, but it may meet at any time at the request of the President.
6. The quorum for meetings of the Executive Committee shall consist of more than half the number of Members present.
Article VI. Congress and General Assembly

1. There shall be a Congress of the Society once every year.
2. The Congress shall be organized by the President at the venue chosen by the President and approved by the Executive Committee.
3. The President and the Organizing Committee of the Congress bear all responsibility for the Congress, and the Executive Committee offer advice on request.
4. A General Assembly Meeting shall be convened in the context of the Congress.
5. The General Assembly shall receive and discuss reports and financial statements from the Executive Committee.
6. The quorum for the General Assembly shall be one-forth of the membership or thirty members, whichever is the smaller figure.
Article VII. Finance and Annual Dues

1. The funds of the Society shall arise from dues, contributions, endowments and such other monies as it may receive.
2. The annual dues of members shall be such a sum as recommended by the Executive Committee.
3. The annual dues shall include the price of Proceedings of the Congress to be held in the same year.
4. The annual dues shall be payable by each member upon acceptance of a bill from the Treasurer.
5. The fiscal year of the Society shall be from January 1st to December 31st of each year.
6. The Treasurer is obliged to report the financial position of the Society to the Executive Committee and the General Assembly.
Article VIII. Awards

1. The Society shall offer awards to young researchers for the best papers presented at the Congress.
2. The evaluation of papers for the awards shall be undertaken by members of the Executive Committee.
Article IX. Amendment

This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at the Executive Committee, and the amendment shall be reported at the General Assembly. The proposal for such amendments must be submitted to the Executive Committee at least sixty days in advance of the General Assembly Meeting.
